
“Better and more meaningful outcomes were achieved by collaborating with other 
respected partners for this event.”Melinda Hale, Upper Hunter Shire Council

This project used an international environmental day to educate 57 community members about 
wetland conservation in the Hunter region of NSW and engage them in citizen science and 
on-ground works to actively care for their local environment. 

To celebrate World Wetlands Day 2018, a cross-sectoral team of environmental educators from 
11 organisations collaborated to create the event ‘Wetlands for a sustainable urban future in the 
Hunter’. The day was held at the Hunter Wetlands Centre in the Ramsar listed Hunter Wetlands 
National Park near Newcastle, which is home to Hexham Swamp- the largest freshwater swamp 
on the north coast of NSW.  

The day began with a morning of talks presented by 7 experts from the collaborating 
organisations. Participants learnt about a range of local and global issues including: frog habitat 
and creation; and conservation, how volunteers and networks are helping to conserve Allowah 
Reserve and other wetlands; the international Ramsar Wetland Convention; and the impacts 
of climate change on local wetlands.

Surveys at the start (pre) and end (post) of the day indicated that before the event 64% 
of attendees had ‘pretty limited’ or ‘ok’ knowledge and awareness of wetland conservation. 
By the end of the day 100% said their knowledge and awareness had improved.
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Participants were also empowered with practical skills for wetland conservation.  
This included how to identify wetland plants and a hands-on session with Newcastle City 
Council staff to plant 500 native species in the Ironbark Creek wetland. Office of Environment 
and Heritage staff gave a practical demonstration of how to use the international iNaturalist 
App.  This resulted in 85 citizen science observations and 45 wetland plants and animal species 
being recorded in the National Park and added to the BioNet Atlas of NSW Wildlife.

At the end of the afternoon of field trips, 160 tubestock of native riparian species were given 
away to 17 participants. These people were either local residents who live around Hexham 
Swamp or members of local Landcare groups. To increase their likelihood of putting the plants 
into the ground, the community-based social marketing technique of making a commitment, 
or promise, to do so was used. Each person who made a pledge had a photo taken on their 
own phone, to remind them of their pledge.

“The project has achieved 
on-ground works and has 
collected data for a data- 
deficient location whilst 
reinvigorating our network, 
so we achieved all of our 
goals.  I have been part of 
the working group to deliver 
World Wetlands Day events 
for four years and this one 
was the best yet – because 
of the on-ground 
component” 

Liz Crane, Office of Environment 
and Heritage.

“I have already used the Sustainability Education and Engagement Guide to plan 
for a larger community education and engagement project in Newcastle’s western 
suburbs. This project will collaborate with a number of environmental education and 
restoration practitioners from non-government organisations, community groups,
local and state governments.”Angus Weingott, Newcastle City Council

This project has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust.


