
This project used nature immersion, waste-to-art making and community-based social 

marketing to actively engage 60 children from across the greater Sydney region to reduce 

school yard litter and stormwater pollution.

This cross-regional partnership program involved stage two primary school students from 

three different schools: one from the bushland Blue Mountains; one from urban Parramatta; 

and one from the coastal northern beaches of Sydney, NSW. Before going on their journey 

from the ‘mountains to the sea’, all students conducted litter clean-ups and audits of their 

school grounds, removing this potential stormwater pollution from their catchments.  

They also answered a survey that revealed 60% of students believed that littering in their 

schools was a problem. 

A group of 20 students from each school went on two excursions together over one month 

in late 2017, travelling outside of their regions to experience new natural environments: 

the world heritage listed Blue Mountains National Park; Lake Parramatta Bushland Reserve; 

and the rocky shore platforms of Narrabeen Headland. 
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“The collaboration allowed achievement of more than the sum of our parts and 
lots of fertile ideas flowed. Some wonderful networks have been established and 
reinforced by this project and I absolutely plan to work with the network again.”Julia Strykowski, Environmental Education Contractor



During the excursions students participated in a range of activities including: guided nature 
walks with silent reflection and journaling; macroinvertebrate sampling; catchment mapping; 
and a litter clean up. 

They also participated in a waste-to-art making activity using an eel-shaped frame constructed 
from reclaimed waste, threading plastic bags they had rescued from Lake Parramatta into the 
frame to make ‘Neil the Eel’. Neil became the travelling mascot for the program and his body 
became covered in 90 eel-shaped handwritten waste-avoidance pledges from the students 
and other school students and teachers who later learnt about the program.

School litter audits after the final excursion demonstrated a decrease in litter of at least 
10% on school grounds.  Attitudinal surveys were conducted three months after the final 
excursions, in the new school year after the Christmas/New Year holiday period.  
The results of the surveys suggested that students had sustained their litter-reduction 
behaviours, as only 28% of students felt that litter in the school was a problem, a 32% 
reduction from the pre-survey results. 

This post-survey also revealed that almost 95% of the students had remembered and enacted 
their waste-avoidance commitments to Neil the Eel. New behaviours adopted by the students 
included no longer littering, picking up other students’ litter and changing from plastic drink 
bottles to stainless steel.

“The best practice project 
guide was clear, logical and 
easy to follow. It helped the 
project team to be up and 
running to achieve the 
desired outcome and 
pay attention to getting 
the project from start 
to finish.” 

Alina Tamrakar, 
Cumberland Council

“The best practice project plan fits in well with what we need to report on in my 
workplace. I will add some additional elements and use it as my “go-to” planning 
document.”Lisa Kollaras, City of Parramatta

This project has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust.


