
“The best part of the project was working collaboratively with the students and 
seeing their ongoing relationship with the garden develop, along with their growing 
sense of ownership and sense of place.”Paddy Lane, TAFE NSW Yallah

This collaborative community project engaged 90 adults and children from Peterborough School 
and the wider community from the Illawarra region of NSW to construct and celebrate a five 
senses school sustainability garden and adopt sustainable living practices at home.

Wollongong Botanic Gardens ran plant propagation workshops with a class at the school to grow 
50 native plants to increase biodiversity in the garden, plus assisted with building recycled garden 
features.  Two weekend community workshop days engaged 60 adults and children from the wider 
Illawarra community with the garden. 

During the first ‘Bring a Tool’ day, repurposed materials were used to build ‘Farmer Joe’- a large 
sculpture of a wheelchair that functions as a garden storage shed.  TAFE NSW students also 
created paths and ramps to make the garden accessible for the students and added wheelchair 
friendly potting-up benches to existing raised garden beds. There is a focus on reusing and 
repurposing the main building materials for the garden and to date, approximately 1 tonne 
of waste has been diverted from landfill. 
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“It is wonderful to have conducted a collaborative project with a new committee 
and that the momentum of the committee and relationship with the school is going to 
continue into the future.” Julia Barnes, Illawarra Regional Sustainability Educators Network

The workshop days gave participants opportunities to engage, learn and have conversations 
about waste repurpose, composting, soil building, permaculture and planting.  Activities 
during the second ‘Plant and Play’ day included: a theatrical performance of ‘Bill and Ben the 
Flowerpot Men’ by the Wollongong Botanic Gardens; sculpture painting and building; rock 
painting; composting; tree decorating; and planting a mix of 50 native and edible trees and 
plants in the garden.  At the end of this day 30 adults pledged to adopt sustainability 
behaviours at home, writing their pledge on a card and were photographed. 

These pledges were followed up three months later through face-to-face conversations 
with each of the pledgees at the ongoing gardening activities.  This initial evaluation of the 
community-based social marketing technique revealed that 93% of pledgees have adopted 
new sustainability practices at home including: starting a vegie garden; starting a native 
garden; starting composting at home; using worm farms; and starting soft plastics recycling. 

Project collaborators continue to work with Peterborough School as the garden continues 
to grow and be maintained. 

This project has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust.

“Working with so many people with energy and expertise was amazing and the 
amount of work that we got through together was incredible. With like-minded, 
experienced and knowledgeable people and enthusiasm, we will get a good result.”Joe Carter, TAFE NSW Yallah


