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Centre name: Horsley Kids 

Project name: War Against Plastic 

Why: After celebrating World Environment day and Earth Day at the centre we discovered 

that plastic pollution is a major cause of concern for the health of our planet. Learning that 

there will be more plastic in the ocean than there are fish was a big eye opener for our 

children during our investigation. Horsley Kids is setting out to reduce use of plastic within 

our centre to protect our world and animals that we share it with. We strongly believe that 

our children are leaders of the future and by embedding sustainability from a young age will 

build a better world where there will be “Enough for all Forever.” 

How: We will reduce  

• the use of plastics in our craft (straws, glitter acrylic paints, etc.) 

• the use of single use gloves (during nappy changes and food serving) 

• the use of single use laminating sheets 

• the use of single use plastic bags by introducing wet bags 

Outcome: We surveyed staff and families to establish what they use and introduce the idea of 

alternatives. 

We issued a challenge to all rooms at the start of the project in July to collect all the plastic 

waste used within the week created as a baseline and again at the end of November to see if 

we had reduced plastics in the centre. 

It was reported that the initial baseline showed change. Children had been taught to recycle 

and sort rubbish. Children were also encouraged to take more initiative to investigate their 

own learning and were given more ownership about what goes into the containers. 

We introduced a rotating roster to ensure all children participated in different aspects of the 

sustainability program. 

The use of learning stories and other pedagogical documentation promoted sustainable 
messages to parents and the community. The focus of this included:  

• Watching videos about plastic pollution 

• Children took photos of things around the room that they thought were plastic, to 
collect data from before the project 

• Floor book discussions – what can be replaced with non-plastic 

• Collect natural items to reduce plastics in our learning areas 
 

These strategies were designed to promote the idea of children as catalysts for change, 

reminding parents of the need reduce the use of plastic. 

We have introduced wet bags for children’s soiled clothing rather than plastic bags. 
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Host an evening for families and local community to learn about our sustainability program to 

share information, skills and resources. 

Staff meetings were held for reflections and to challenge the team. Educators were asked 

“What do you think?” and ideas were gathered.  

We now critically think about our current practices and the possible negative impacts we are 

making on the environment when we use single-use plastic. Researching into the effects of 

plastics pollution and what we use as alternatives has broadened our awareness and 

highlighted the importance of establishing this awareness in children from a young age to 

instil lifelong practices and skills in our future generations. 

                                                      
On World Environment Day we researched the effects of plastic on the environment 

                                                                                                                         
We measured how much single use plastics we use  
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