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To be the preeminent international prize 
in recognising achievements in renewable 

energy and a catalyst for innovation in 
sustainability.
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The Zayed Sustainability Prize is an annual global award for recognising 
impactful, innovative, and inspirational sustainability solutions.  
It continues a global sustainability legacy, inspired by the UAE’s founding 
father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

The Prize awards five categories: 
Health, Food, Energy, Water, and Global High Schools.

We recognise that young people are the driving force for future 
sustainable development. The Prize aims to empower youth to reach 
their full potential.

We are now open for submissions.
Submissions due 9th August 2018

ABOUT THE ZAYED SUSTAINABILITY PRIZE



•  In 2008, the UAE leadership launched the Zayed Future 
Energy Prize. 

•  After a decade of positively impacting the lives of people 
globally, our leadership sought to increase and expand the 
impact of the Prize by broadening its focus areas to cut 
across various pillars of sustainable development.

•  Health, Food, Energy and Water are interwoven, complex and 
have a direct influence on human life and sustainable 
development.

•  As a result, based on the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
and the UAE’s national development agenda; this year, the 
Prize has expanded its mandate to empower and encourage 
innovation, impact and inspiration in sectors beyond energy
 

BACKGROUND



The Zayed Future Energy Prize has evolved to become the 
Zayed Sustainability Prize awarding 5 categories, each with a 
prize fund of US$600,000:
•  Health
•  Food
•  Energy
•  Water
•  Global High Schools – (up to $100,000 to be awarded to six 

schools from the following regions:
The Americas,   Europe & Central Asia,   Sub-Saharan Africa, 
East Asia & Pacific,  South Asia,   Middle East & North Africa)

PRIZE CATEGORIES



•  Category first awarded on January 2013.
•  The category is aimed at inspiring future generations to be 

responsible, sustainable citizens. 
•  The category is open to all high schools globally with 

students between 11-19 years old. The application must be 
supported by the school and its management. 

•  The winning projects will show how they meet the three 
criteria: impact, innovation, inspiration, 

•  The school must have multiple years of students (i.e. it cannot 
be a semester school). 

•  The project should benefit the school community for several 
years. 

•  It should be able to be built and operational within one to 
two years. 

GLOBAL HIGH SCHOOLS - BACKGROUND



TONGA HIGH SCHOOL - 2014



TONGA HIGH SCHOOL - 2014



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



MELBOURNE GIRLS COLLEGE - 2015



CASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL - 2016



CASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL - 2016



CASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL - 2016



CASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL - 2016



CASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL - 2016



HUONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - 2017



HUONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - 2017



MOTUFOUA SECONDARY SCHOOL - 2018



MOTUFOUA SECONDARY SCHOOL - 2018



PREPARING A SUBMISSION



INNOVATION 

IMPACT

INSPIRATION


CRITERIA



The innovation criterion aims to evaluate two aspects:
 
Firstly, how your proposed project is inventive, 
resourceful and creative in its educational 
approach - aiming to maximise educational benefits 
for students (this can be through student participation 
and engagement, innovative teaching and learning 
methods, use of technology or other resources etc.).

Secondly, project proposals should articulate where 
they are using renewable energy or energy 
efficiency applications, sustainable water solutions, 
sustainable food/agriculture or health solutions 
innovatively to enable more students to access 
affordable, quality education.

CRITERIA - INNOVATION



The impact criterion is focused on two aspects:

1)  The positive educational impact you will create 

for your current and future students – this could 
include areas such as improved access to 
education, improving specific skills such as 
literacy, numeracy or employability, impactful 
research projects which promote sustainable 
development or improving education 
infrastructure and facilities.


2)  Tangible sustainability outcomes your project/

solution will produce – in terms of sustainable 
energy, water, health and food in your school (or 
wider community).

CRITERIA - IMPACT



The inspiration criterion will assess the extent to 
which projects can be sustained in the long term 
and inspire future generations of students, beyond 
the one-two year project proposal. 

The long-term nature is also related to whether 
applicants are able to catalyse further action in 
their wider community and other schools. 

Finally, it will also assess whether there is potential for 
students to be inspired to pursue their careers as a 
result.

CRITERIA - INSPIRATION



•  Schools must propose projects that demonstrate tangible 
outcomes in the areas of sustainable health, food, energy and 
water. 

•  The projects need to be designed to deliver positive 
educational impact including access to quality education and 
ensure that students are given key skills and enhanced 
abilities to achieve their goals. 

•  Ideally, projects should demonstrate new and innovative 
approaches and be inspirational for others.

•  The specific projects could be in one area (e.g. water) or a 
combination of areas (e.g. energy, water, food).

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES



•  The award in this category is not given for past achievements 
but will enable winning schools to develop sustainability 
projects of their own. 

•  The Global High School category is the only category in which 
the prize will be treated as a fund for a business plan 
developed by the school (as opposed to a reward for an 
existing initiative).

•  The proposed project should result in clear, measurable 
educational benefits related to:
•  Improving access to quality secondary education
•  Eliminate gender disparity and equal access to education
•  Helping youth and adults achieve literacy and numeracy 

and acquire knowledge, technical and vocational skills for 
decent jobs and entrepreneurship for sustainable 
development build and upgrade education facilities, etc.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES



•  We encourage schools to get quotes from suppliers for the 
cost of their project and include this estimate as an 
attachment to their application. This helps to make sure the 
project is realistic and helps us to get a clearer idea of how 
much the project will cost.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES



What sort of skills do future 
leaders need? 


How can you integrate the 

learning of these skills into the 
project? 



•  Student leadership in the project
•  Integration into the curriculum 
•  Communicate how the project will support the personal 

development of future leaders
•  Must complete the data section
•  Work out what targets you hope to achieve
•  Develop month by month program for the project
•  How it supports an existing science or sustainability program
•  How it will establish or embed sustainability into your school 

for the long term
•  How the schools leadership (principal, board, management 

etc) will be involved

OUR TIPS



•  Seek advice from technology experts
•  Provide details on why you chose one system over another
•  Provide details on why you chose one quote over another
•  How would you promote your project?
•  How will the project contribute to the broader community?
•  Will people be able to visit your facility?
•  What are the renewable energy, sustainability and social 

assets in your region? 
•  What challenges does your region face?
•  How can your project address these challenges?
•  Can you include something unique?

OUR TIPS



JUNE 2018
Establish school sustainability project committee 
Determine project scope, eg:
•  Student led
•  Wow factor
•  Renewable energy / sustainability Infrastructure
•  Community outreach
•  Curriculum connection
•  Student participation (think something fun)
•  Data collection and analysis
•  Determine student project leaders

WE CAN PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON IDEAS

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME



JUNE 2018
Define student roles and tasks eg
•  Project lead (coordinate committee, quantify in-kind contribution, define budget, 

pull application together)
•  Community outreach coordinator (seek volunteer ‘experts’ to advise, get letters of 

support from Primary Schools, Universities, local businesses, local councils, State 
MP’s, Federal MPs, hold community forum to talk about the project, seek support 
of community leaders, seek sustainability experts in parent community or broader 
community to advise, determine ongoing community benefit / participation)

•  Curriculum connection coordinator (how does project feed into curriculum. Can 
you establish training sessions before the end of the year? Potential for project to 
be a component of an existing subject / new subject)

•  Renewable energy / sustainability Infrastructure coordinator (research potential 
technologies and integration with school, find contractors, seek quotes)

•  Communication Coordinator (determine project name, establish project social 
media presence, launch project, engage media, begin promoting)

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME



JULY 2018
Prepare first draft of entry

WE CAN PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON DRAFT ENTRY
Finalise quotes
Collate letters of support
Finalise entry

WE CAN HELP EDIT FINAL DRAFT


SUGGESTED TIME FRAME



Due 
Diligence

•  A reputed international research & analysis firm conducts due diligence on all 
submissions to ensure that they meet the criteria of the Zayed Sustainability Prize.

Review 
Committee

•  Submissions are culled to a shortlisted number for each category to be forwarded 
to the Selection Committee. 

Selection 
Committee

•  The Selection Committee reviews every entry and the final entries are sent to the 
Jury for final evaluation. The Global High Schools Committee evaluates, scores and 
selects the finalists from submissions to the Global High Schools category.

Jury 
Meeting

•  The Jury meets in person to discuss the entries and select the winners per 
category. The final decision is unanimous.

EVALUATION PROCESS OVERVIEW



Interested applicants may submit 
their entries through our website

www.ZayedSustainabilityPrize.com
where they will be able to select 

the Global High Schools category




We can help.


Email Natasha Palich
npalich@businessoutlook.com.au

Step 1
•  Register to create an account

Step 2
•  Log-in to fill in the submission form

Step 3
•  Attach any supporting documents  in 

the attachments section 

Step 4
•  Accept terms and conditions to 

complete the submission process

HOW TO APPLY



Q & A


